John Chapman spent the next 50 years of his life planting apple seeds in the frontier. He planted
numerous apple orchards in the Northwest Territory from which the states Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois were formed. It is very possible that some of these trees may still be
living today. The next time you see a gnarled old apple tree by the side of the road, take a second look. It
may have been planted by John Chapman.
Most of the people who met John Chapman never knew his real name. He became known merely
as "Johnny Appleseed" or the "Apple Tree Man". He soon became one of the most famous people on
the frontier. He became known for his generosity and kindness to both humans and animals. If an animal
was caught in a trap, he would do everything he could to free it and nurse it back to health. Poor folks
who needed assistance could count on Johnny Appleseed for help as well.
Johnny Appleseed was also known for his eccentric way of life. Although he made a small
fortune from his sale of apple trees, he lived a very simple life. His clothes were homemade from flour
sacks and he was often seen using his cooking pot as a hat. He frequently slept outdoors and walked the
countryside barefooted.
Johnny never married but he loved children and children loved him. Settlers would frequently
ask him to spend the night with them. He would take these occasions to entertain the children with
stories about his travels in the wilderness.
Johnny Appleseed became a legend in his own time. Stories about his exploits circulated
throughout the frontier. It is difficult to know which of these stories were true or the figments of
someone's imagination. Supposedly, one evening Johnny Appleseed was caught in a terrible snowstorm.
To escape from the cold he sought shelter in a cave. To his surprise, he found that the cave was already
occupied by a hibernating bear. Rather than retreating, Johnny shared the cave with the bear for the
night. On another occasion, he was fast asleep under a tree when a rattlesnake tried to bite him on his
foot. Fortunately for Johnny, the sole of his foot was so tough from walking barefooted that the fangs of
the rattlesnake could not penetrate it.
Johnny Appleseed was a religious man. His Bible was his favorite book. He lived in harmony
with nature. He befriended man and animal alike. As long as apple trees exist in the Midwestern United
States, the exploits of Johnny Appleseed will exist in our memories as well.
John Chapman, better known as Johnny Appleseed, died of pneumonia on March 18, 1845. He
was 70 l/2 years old at the time of his death. He lies buried near Ft. Wayne, Indiana.

1

Pieces of Learning

